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A MESSAGE FROM  THE  RECTOR  

Our magnificent new Rosales/Parsons organ is built primarily to assist the 

congregation in our praise of God. It is a great privilege to have such a 

wonderful instrument in our midst. It will enhance the long musical tradition of 

St James. It comes to us as the result of many different peopleõs generosity and 

expertise.  

This new organ is an expression of our confidence in the future. Our hearts are 

full of thankfulness to God for the blessings we have been given in the past and 

we are a people of hope. It is a source of great joy to know that future 

generations will be gathering in this place to sing their praises to God 

accompanied by this same wonderful organ. 

May Jesus Christ be praised and glorified now and the in the ages to come.  

 
The Revõd Dr. Mark Hargreaves, Rector 

íPraise the Lord! Sing to the 
Lord a new song, his praise be 
in the assembly of the faithful.î  

Psalm 149 

Photos courtesy of Ron Belanger 
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A MESSAGE FROM  THE  D IRECTOR  OF M USIC 

Welcome to this year of dedication and inauguration of the Rosales/Parsons 

pipe organ here at St. James by-the-Sea Episcopal Church. We are honored 

that you have chosen to be with us to celebrate this momentous occasion.    

In the life of any religious institution, moments of rebirth, renewal, and new 

beginnings are moments which breathe new life and new commitment to 

ministry. Such is this moment in the life of St. James: we renew with strength 

and conviction our commitment to ministry within our parish community and 

our whole region of Southern California.   

May the music breathed to life by this magnificent instrument inspire each one 

of us in our various callings to greater service and worship of our loving God 

and to each other. May we join with the Psalmist and say, òLet everything that 

hath breath praise the Lord.ó 

 
Alex Benestelli, Director of Music  

FROM  THE  ORGAN COMMITTEE  

The building of the new Rosales/Parsons organ has been a remarkable journey, and the 

destination has exceeded both our expectations and our imaginations.  

We trust that you will be as delighted with the instrument as we are, in both its many and 

marvelous sounds as well as its visual splendor. Its beauty, however, reaches far beyond 

the pipes and woodwork.  

This magnificent work of art could only have become a reality through the joint efforts 

of the parishioners of St. James by-the-Sea and our friends in the greater San Diego 

community. We are profoundly grateful for so many gifts: the particular care of our 

construction workers, the detailed and committed work of our organ builders, the good 

humor of our congregation during construction, the willingness of so many individuals to 

help, the staunch support of our vestry and clergy, and the overwhelming generosity of 

our parishioners and friends. As St. Paul said, there are varieties of gifts, but One Spirit. 

The love you have shown through these gifts is as essential to the true beauty of our new 

organ as the music you have enabled it to make for many, many years to come 

The Organ Committee 

Deborah Cleveland, Peter Davis, Charles Dick, Nora Sargent, and Marvie Norris 
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FROM  THE  ORGAN BUILDERS  

It is with a feeling of thanksgiving and celebration that 

we present the Rosales/Parsons Organ to you and to 

the greater San Diego community. 

The success of this instrument is a tribute to those who 

conceived, designed, and constructed it, and to those 

who supported the project from its conception to its 

completion.  We all leave part of ourselves in it; a 

legacy for generations to come. 

We thank the Rector, Vestry, Musicians and Parish of 

St. James by-the-Sea for giving us this opportunity. 
 

Manuel Rosales and Ric Parsons 



5 

 

Dedication Events 

SUNDAY , OCTOBER  1, 2023 AT  4:00PM 

Ken Cowan, Organ Dedication Recital  

 

SUNDAY , JANUARY  14, 2024  

Choral Evensong at 4:00pm 

Sung by the Schola Cantorum of St. James  

followed by  

Caroline Robinson, Organ Recital at 5:00pm 

 

SUNDAY , MARCH  10, 2024 

Lenten Carol Service at 4:00pm 

Sung by the Choirs of St. James by-the-Sea and All Soulõs Church 

followed by 

Raúl Prieto Ramírez, Organ Recital at 5:00pm 

 

SUNDAY , MAY 12, 2024 

Choral Evensong at 4:00pm 

Sung by the Choir of St. James by-the-Sea 

followed by 

Bruce Neswick, Organ Recital at 5:00pm 
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ROSALES ORGAN  BUILDERS , LOS ANGELES , CALIFORNIA , OP. 42 
PARSONS PIPE  ORGAN  BUILDERS , CANANDAIGUA , N EW YORK, OP. 51 

GREAT ORGAN   

M ANUAL  II  
17 VOICES, 21 RANKS, 18 STOPS, 1196 PIPES  

DOUBLE OPEN D IAPASON  16õ 

VIOLONE * 16õ 

FIRST D IAPASON 8õ 

SECOND D IAPASON* 8õ 

BOURDON* 8õ 

FLÛTE HARMONIQUE * 8õ 

VIOLONE * 8õ 

FIRST OCTAVE 4õ 

SECOND OCTAVE* 4õ 

SPIRE FLUTE* 4õ 

OCTAVE QUINT  2 2/3õ 

SUPER OCTAVE 2õ 

TIERCE 1 3/5õ 

FOURNITURE IV -VI   

TREMULANT 

CONTRA TROMBA* 16õ 

TROMBA* 8õ 

TROMBA CLARION* 4õ 

TUBA MIRABILIS SOLO 8õ 

CHIMES+ 

UNISON OFF 

(*ENCLOSED WITH CHOIR)  

 

SWELL ORGAN   

M ANUAL  III - ENCLOSED  
16 VOICES, 19 RANKS, 17 STOPS, 1196 PIPES  

LIEBLICH  GEDECKT 16õ 

GEIGEN  D IAPASON 8õ 

ROHRFLÖTE 8õ 

VIOLE  DE GAMBE 8õ 

VOIX  CÉLESTE  8õ 

FLÛTE DOUCE 8õ 

FLÛTE CÉLESTE  8õ 

PRINCIPAL 4õ 

FLÛTE TRAVERSIÈRE 4õ 

OCTAVIN  2õ 

PLEIN  JEU III -IV  

CONTRE BASSON 16õ 

TRUMPET 8õ 

BASSON 8õ 

OBOE 8õ 

VOX HUMANA 8õ 

CLARION  4õ 

TREMULANT 

SWELL 4õ & 16õ 

UNISON OFF 

 

SOLO ORGAN   

M ANUAL  IV  - ENCLOSED  
9 VOICES, 13 RANKS, 10 STOPS, 695 PIPES  

DOPPLEFLÖTE 8õ 

CONCERT FLUTE 8õ 

GAMBA 8õ 

GAMBA CELESTE 8õ 

HOHLPFEIFE 4õ 

CORNET V    

FRENCH HORN  8õ 

ENGLISH HORN  8õ 

TREMULANT   

TUBA MIRABILIS  8õ 

TROMBA MARINA ANT  8õ 

ENCLOSED GREAT REEDS ON SOLO  

SOLO 4õ & 16õ 

 

CHOIR ORGAN  

M ANUAL  I - ENCLOSED  

15 VOICES, 17 RANKS, 19 STOPS, 1042 PIPES  

ERZÄHLER  16õ 

OPEN D IAPASON  8õ 

GEDECKT  8õ 

ERZÄHLER  8õ 

ERZÄHLER CELESTE  8õ 

PRINCIPAL 4õ 

KOPPELFLÖTE  4õ 

NAZARD  2 2/3õ 

OCTAVE  2õ 

BLOCKFLÖTE  2õ 

TIERCE  1 3/5õ 
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LARIGOT 1 1/3õ 

MIXTURE III    

BASS CLARINET  16õ 

TROMPETTE  8õ 

CORNO DõAMORE  8õ 

CLARINET  8õ 

TREMULANT   

TUBA MIRABILIS SOLO  8õ 

TROMBA MARINA ANT  8õ 

ENCLOSED GREAT REEDS ON CHOIR  

CHOIR 4õ & 16õ   

UNISON OFF 

 

ANTIPHONAL ORGAN  

FLOATING  - UNENCLOSED   

3 VOICES, 3 RANKS, 3 STOPS, 145 PIPES 

PRINCIPAL 8õ 

OCTAVE 4õ 

TROMBA MARINA 8õ 

 

SOLO PERCUSSIONS 

M ANUAL  I/IV -  ENCLOSED   

ORCHESTRAL BELLS+ 8õ 

HARP+  8õ 

CELESTA+ 4õ 

TOWER CHIMES  8õ 

 

PEDAL ORGAN  

UNENCLOSED    

6 VOICES, 6 RANKS, 29 STOPS, 288 PIPES  

CONTREBASSE 32õ 

BOURDON+ 32õ 

OPEN D IAPASON 16õ 

CONTREBASSE 16õ 

BOURDON 16õ 

VIOLONE  GREAT 16õ 

LIEBLICH  GEDECKT SWELL 16õ 

ERZÄHLER CHOIR 16õ 

QUINTE  10 2/3õ 

FLUTE 8õ 

OCTAVE 8õ 

OPEN D IAPASON 8õ 

BOURDON 8õ 

LIEBLICH  GEDECKT SWELL 8õ 

VIOLONE  GREAT  8õ 

CHORAL BASS 4õ 

BOURDON 4õ 

CONTRE BOMBARDE*  32õ 

BOMBARDE* 16õ 

CONTRE BASSON SWELL 16õ 

TROMBA GREAT 16õ 

TRUMPET*  8õ 

TROMBA GREAT 8õ 

BASSOON SWELL 8õ 

CLARION* 4õ 

TROMBA CLARION  GREAT 4õ 

TUBA MIRABILIS SOLO 8õ 

TUBA MIRABILIS SOLO 4õ 

TROMBA MARINA ANT 8õ 

CHIMES+ 
 

(*ENCLOSED WITH SOLO) 

(+ DIGITAL ) 

 

ACCESSORIES  

CYMBALSTERN 7 BELLS 

PARJARITOS  

ALL SWELLS/SWELL 

GT/C H TRANSFER 

PED/C H/G T/SW/SOLO SOSTENUTO 

FULL COMPLIMENT OF COUPLERS 

ENCLOSED GREAT FLUES ON  SOLO 

ENCLOSED GREAT FLUES ON  CHOIR 

ENCLOSED GREAT REEDS ON SOLO 

ENCLOSED GREAT REEDS ON CHOIR 

PEDAL  STOPS ON MAN . COMBS. 

CONTROL SYSTEM BY OPUS-TWO ICS 

 

30 GENERAL PISTONS 

8 DIVISIONAL  PISTONS 

90,000 MEMORY LEVELS   

 

66  VOICES 

100  STOPS 

79  RANKS  

4,562  PIPES 
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History of the organ 
By Peter Geise, Technical Director, Parsons Pipe Organ Builders 

With additions by Manuel J. Rosales and Alex Benestelli  

In any artistic endeavor, the goals of an artist guide every step 
of the process to achieve the desired result. When multiple 
artists collaborate the result can be a wonderful synergy of 
goals and the result is something that a single individual would 
not have created on his own. The new organ at St. James by-
the-Sea in La Jolla, CA is a wonderful synergy of multiple 
artists working together to create something quite special and 
unique.  

CHURCH  BUILDING  AND  H ISTORY 

The current church building of St. James by-the-Sea, finished 
in 1930, seats approximately 450.  It is built in the Spanish 
Colonial style with walls of poured concrete and a wooden 
ceiling 33 feet above the nave floor at its peak. This provides a 
pleasant acoustic, especially for small ensembles and choirs. 
The building was finished during the Great Depression when resources limited the churchõs ability to complete certain 
projects like the pipe organ and the tile floor in the nave (completed 2015). A three manual, 33-rank organ was purchased 
second-hand from Henry Pilcherõs Sons Organ Company in 1930. It is unlikely that the Pilcher organ provided adequate 
support to the congregation. The four-manual Austin organ that replaced it in 1975 occupied only three-quarters of the 
chamber space. Austin Op. 2585 was a major pendulum swing away from the Pilcher in terms of style, and it shared many 
characteristics with other organs of that era. Although the stoplist was not as top-heavy as some other instruments of the day 
(each division had at least one 8õ open flue stop), the scaling provided weak bass tones and the voicing style emphasized the 
upper harmonics. The Great and Positiv divisions were placed in four òflower boxó displays, two on either side of the 
chancel. These displays were located in front of four chamber openings, limiting how much sound could project from the 
chambers behind.  A sizable Antiphonal division was placed on the back wall below a round window. Sadly, the church did 
not receive the kind of broad, warm pipe organ that its builders would have envisioned, and after forty-five years St. James 
had to confront the cost of the Austin organõs mechanical failures and harsh tonality.  

PROJECT H ISTORY 

Parsons Pipe Organ Buildersõ participation in the La Jolla project began in 
early 2018 when Manuel Rosales contacted us about a possible collaboration 
with him to build a new organ for St. James by-the-Sea.  Guided by organ 
consultant, Thomas Sheehan, of Washington National Cathedral, the organ 
committee contacted Rosales about possibly rebuilding the existing organ or 
replacing it.  After much discussion about what would best align with St. 
Jamesõ values and mission, the future direction of its music ministry, and with 
wise long-term stewardship in mind, a new organ was proposed using the best 
of the existing pipes rather than rebuild the Austin mechanisms. This opened 
up a range of musical possibilities and the mechanical reliability that only a new 
instrument could provide. The project would require all new mechanical 
components capable of accommodating a larger organ with an entirely new 
chassis, new casework and new pipe façades. The new visual design was in 
keeping both with the churchõs Spanish colonial-style architecture and the 
seismic concerns inherent is working in Southern California.  

The new organ would be known as Rosales Organ Builders Opus 42 and 
Parsons Pipe Organ Builders Opus 51.  A letter of intent was signed in 
October 2018 and following presentation of a façade rendering, the contract 
was signed in September 2019. The Austin organ was removed in January 2020 
due to its ongoing electrical issues. With the organ removed, the church could 


